Irish Studies MA programme - admission details

Admission criteria (each criterion listed below will account for one-third of the admission

grade):

1: graduation exam grade
2. undergraduate grade average
3. grade for the research proposal submitted to the admission board

Research proposal guidelines:

Candidates applying for the MA in Irish Studies must submit a written research proposal (1500-
2000 words, including a list of 5-10 cited works) addressing a topic related to the following study
areas: Irish mythology, Irish literature, Irish film, Irish media, Irish history. Some of the possible
topics that may be addressed in these research proposals are listed below, and so is an indicative
bibliography, which may be of use to the prospective candidates. Research proposals will be
assessed in terms of their relevance to the field of Irish Studies, their originality and innovative
stance, the strength of the arguments and the coherence and feasibility of the project.

Possible topics for the MA candidates’ research proposals:

Celtic mythology against its Indo-European background

Irish Christianity, from Patrick to Columbanus (5th-7th centuries)

Early medieval Irish literature (9th-12th centuries)

The Great Famine in the Irish literary imagination

The Ulster Troubles in literature: sectarianism and terror

The status of the Irish language today

Ireland’s literary heritage and traditions

The tradition of Irish Gothic literature (Regina Maria Roche, Maria Edgeworth, Sydney
Owenson, Charles Robert Maturin, Joseph Thomas Sheridan Le Fanu, Bram Stoker)

The Anglo-Irish theatre (George Farquhar, Oliver Goldsmith, Richard Brinsley Butler
Sheridan, Oscar Wilde, G. B. Shaw)

The dramatic manifestation of the Celtic Renaissance (William Butler Yeats, Lady Gregory,
George W. Russell, George Moore, Edward Martyn, J. M. Synge, Denis Johnston, Sean
0O'Casey)

Modern Irish playwrights (Thomas Kilroy, Brendan Behan, Tom Murphy, Stewart Parker,
Marina Carr). Samuel Beckett’s dramatic genius

Samuel Beckett and Ireland

Apreés Joyce: the afterlives of modern Irish literature

The Irish Gothic mode in contemporary fiction (Caitriona Lally, Sara Baume, Patrick
McCabe, Seamus Deane, John Banville, Patrick McGrath, Neil Jordan, Claire Keegan)

The Irish comic spirit (Oscar Wilde, G. B. Shaw, Flann O'Brien)

Irish literature in history (Sean O’Casey, Brian Friel, Sebastian Barry, Hugo Hamilton)
Irish fiction and the ethical turn in literary studies (Samuel Beckett, John McGahern,
Jennifer Johnston, Sebastian Barry, Colm Téibin)

Irish Modernisms: the novel (James Joyce, Samuel Beckett, Flann O’Brien)

Ireland’s other voices: Irish literature and the diaspora (William Trevor, Robert McLiam
Wilson, Emma Donoghue, Colum McCann)

Short fiction in Ireland (James Joyce, Frank O’Connor)



e Irish women writers (Elizabeth Bowen, Kate O’Brien, Medbh McGuckian, Eiléan Ni
Chuilleanain)

The Irish media landscape today: the press, radio, television

Irish film: representations of history

Irish film in the 1980s and ‘90s: clichés and changes in Ireland

Outstanding Irish film makers. The Irish in Hollywood
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